District Councillors’ Report February 2026
Operational Services Committee 26 January
· Roll out of the new Waste Collection project remains on budget and on track. Further information will be sent to all residents to prepare them for the change. It was noted that discussions on collecting waste from flats and shared bins were ongoing, and that the operating crews were being consulted on the changes which was sadly lacking when the collection rounds were last changed.
· The Committee approved the RECAP Waste Strategy; a joint document produced by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Waste Partnership. Unfortunately we are still locked into a contract for dealing with waste which is no longer suitable for us.
Local Government Reorganisation
There will be a public consultation on this issue. This is currently expected to be in February.
Finance and Assets Committee 29 January
· The East Cambridgeshire Biodiversity Report was presented and discussed. Some members felt that it had not enough ambition; reports will be submitted bi-annually in the future.
· The revenue budget for the next year was presented, but there was little debate as the major discussion will be at Full Council on 24 February.
· The contingency budget for the Mepal Crematorium has been fully commited since more subterranean structures were encountered despite assurances that a full ground survey had been done before the project was costed. There was some concern that this was a fixed cost agreement with the construction company, and that we should not be giving more money. With the Chair’s casting vote, it was agreed that an additional £300,000 should be made available for the project to go ahead. No other option, e.g. reducing some of the facilities, was presented to the committee.
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