	
	
	




MINUTES OF LODE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 25 – Monday 8th December 2025
Held at Fassage Hall, Lode.

Present:  Councillor Rima Page,  Councillor Fran Platten,  Councillor Sarah Barrett, Councillor Ellis Weinberger, Councillor Wells.   
In attendance:   District Councillor John Trapp; County Councillor Jonny Edge. 
Members of public: 0
Clerk: Mrs S Chambers-Turner 
Meeting opened at 7.30 p.m.

376. CHAIRMANS WELCOME
Councillor Wells opened the meeting and welcomed those present.  
377. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillor Tessa Shrubbs. 
378. COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSTATION 
None 
379. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Barrett, seconded by Councillor Platten and resolved by those present that the minutes of meeting 25  held on 10th November 2025 be approved and signed as a true record.  
380. COMMUNICATIONS 
It was agreed that Councillor Wells would write the Lode Star report for the next edition.  
381. OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No members of the public were present.  
382. MATTERS ARISING/CLERK & COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
· A letter had been received from Highways, asking for consideration to be given to any potential Capital Funded projects that may be needed in the village.    Due to the tight deadline it was agreed that Councillor Platten would work with a local resident to prepare the information required.    
· Councillor Wells reported that the gates for the playground had been received and that a request had been made to a local contractor to install them.   The activity screen had been temporarily installed on the fence, but the legs have now arrived and should be fitted this week.  
· Correspondence had been received about parties being held at the Lodestar site.   Confirmation has been received that private parties are not required to have a traffic management plan unless they require licensing approval.     District Councillor Trapp had submitted a letter to licensing at ECDC.      It was agreed that the Parish Council would submit a letter to TR Global events requesting that information is shared in advance of any events, so that the village can be pre-warned of any possible traffic issues.   
· Councillor Platten reported that works had been carried out removing fallen trees from the Lode and gave praise to those carrying out the work. 
· Fassage Green had still not be cut, it was discussed that an alternative contractor would be sought to carry out this work.   


383. FINANCES INCLUDING APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS
· It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Weinberger and resolved that the bank reconciliation for November 2025 be approved. 
· The following receipts were noted: 
None 
· It was proposed by Councillor Weinberger, seconded by Councillor Wells and resolved that the outstanding accounts for December 2025 be settled.   Action: Clerk to set up payments for authorization.
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	S Chambers-Turner 
	Clerk Salary November  
	
	
	Confidential

	BACS
	JCS Bookkeeping 
	Payroll November 
	£30.00
	£0.00
	£30.00

	BACS
	Hags
	Playground works 
	£1164.00
	£232.80
	£1396.80

	BACS
	Meads Construction 
	Boules Court
	£5750.00
	£1150.00
	£6900.00

	BACS
	R Small
	Sundry items for boules court
	£71.52
	£0.00
	£71.52
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	Hags
	Playground Works 
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	£48.24
	£540.28

	
	
	
	
	
	



384. BUDGET 26-27 
It was proposed by Councillor Platten, seconded by Councillor Page and resolved that the 	budget for 26-27 be approved.   
385. PRECEPT 26-27
Recommendations were received from the Finance working group that the precept be 		increased for 26-27.    It was proposed by Councillor Weinberger, seconded by Councillor 	Wells and resolved that the Precept request for 26-27 be set at £25418.   
386. PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning Approvals 
25/01300/LBC 23 High Street, Lode, Re-render and timber frame repairs to southern gable.
25/01250/TRE  11 Mill Road, T1 Contorted Willow – reduce to clear roof and gutters of adjacent house by approximately 1.5m.   Reduce height by up to 2.5m.   Remove largest growth from pollard heads.   Reduce spread to shape round 2.5m max removed.  
387. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
District Councillors Trapp and Cane provided a report that was circulated to the Council 	before the meeting. This discussed:
· Operational Services Committee
· Licensing Committee
· Full Council meeting
· Local Government Reorganisation
· Finance and Assets
County Councillor Edge provided a verbal report spoke discussing:
· Local Government Reorganisation
· A visit to Bottisham Village College to look at SEND provisions
· Local Highways Improvements due to be delivered in Q4 of 2025-6 or Q1 of 2026-27
· Information about a scheme for charging points 
Copies of the reports are available from the website or upon request from the Clerk. 

388. COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION MATTERS
a. The Clerk circulated a list of meeting dates for 2026.  
b. The Clerk reported that a letter and photographs had been submitted on behalf of the Parish Council to East Cambs Licensing to highlight the issues for large scale events to be held on the Lodestar site and the importance of having traffic management.        
c. Requests have been made to all co-funders of the playground project for settlement of accounts.      
389. ENVIRONMENTAL AND OPEN SPACES MATTERS 
a. It was discussed that it could be beneficial to put up notices to remind dog walkers that dogs should be on a lead in areas such as the allotments, Harvey’s Drove and the tennis courts.   It was discussed that it would be appropriate to seek permission from the land owners before the placement of such notices.   Councillor Platten to find out who owns the land and make contact accordingly.   
b. It had been brought to the Parish Councils attention that East Cambs District Council had recently disposed of some assets to a local Town Council for a nominal amount.   District Councillor Trapp willl investigate as to what assets, under ECDC control, are located with in the Parish boundaries and will report back to the Council.  Action:   District Councillor Trapp to identify any assets in Lode.  
390. COMMUNITY MATTERS
a. To discuss plans for the telephone box on the High Street.   
b. The Parish Council had received correspondence about the lack of shelter facilities on the B1102 for those waiting for the bus.    It was discussed that investigations would be carried out to see if there was a potential to seek a facility via the Local Highways Improvement scheme.   Action:  Clerk to investigate and report back to full council.  
c. A meeting of the Trustees of Fassage Hall was held, where the financial position was reviewed.    A number of regular hirers had already signed up for repeat sessions in 2026.    It was agreed that the Clerk would submit the Annual Return for Fassage Hall before the next meeting.     
391. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
Any business and payments, to be considered at a Parish Council meeting must be delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting.   
392. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held 7.30pm on 12th January 2026 8th at Fassage Hall, Lode. 


The meeting closed at 8.58pm 

