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MINUTES OF LODE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 23 – Monday 8th September 2025 

Held at Fassage Hall, Lode. 

 

Present:  Councillor Lucy Wells, Councillor Tessa Shrubbs, Councillor Fran Platten, Councillor Rima 

Page, Councillor Sarah Barrett.  

In attendance:   County Councillor Jonny Edge (arrived after meeting had started); District Councillor 

John Trapp 

Members of public: 1 

Clerk: Mrs S Chambers-Turner  

Meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. 

 

331. CHAIRMANS WELCOME 

Councillor Wells opened the meeting and welcomed those present.   

332. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

None  

333. COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSTATION  

None  

334. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

It was proposed by Councillor Page, seconded by Councillor Shrubbs and resolved by those 

present that the minutes of meeting 22 held on 14th July 2025 be approved and signed as a 

true record.   

335. COMMUNICATIONS  

It was agreed that Councillor Platten would write the Lode Star report for the next edition.   

336. OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Members of the public were present by did not wish to discuss anything 

337. MATTERS ARISING/CLERK & COUNCILLORS REPORTS  

• The Clerk reported that Councillor Small had tendered his resignation and the process 

of notifying for the vacancy had started.  

• Residents have requested that a copy of the Agenda be displayed in Longmeadow.   

338. FINANCES INCLUDING APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS 

• It was proposed by Councillor Shrubbs, seconded by Councillor Wells and resolved that 

the bank reconciliation for July & August 2025 be approved.  

• The following receipts were noted:  

Net Zero Grant  £23500 

Burial Income   £50 

• It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Platten and resolved that 

the outstanding accounts for September 2025 be settled.   Action: Clerk to set up 

payments for authorization.  

 

For this meeting      

BACS S Chambers-Turner  Clerk Salary August    Confidential 

BACS JCS Bookkeeping  Payroll August  £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 

BACS 
MC Garden 
Maintenance Grass cutting £1,030.00 £206.00 £1,236.00 

BACS CAPALC Internal Audit 23/24  £125.40 £0.00 £125.40 

BACS Simon Handyman  Fassage Green  £100.00 £0.00 £100.00  
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339. PLANNING MATTERS  

Planning Applications 

None  

Planning Approvals  

25/00785/VAR 43 High Street Lode Cambridgeshire CB25 9EW. To Vary Conditions 1 

(Approved Plans) and 3 (Materials) of previously approved 24/01048/FUL for Change of use 

to C3, demolition of a single storey rear extension and replace with a single and two storey 

extension, associated alterations/additions and construction of a single storey garage.   

25/00261/VAR Anglesey Abbey Quy Road Lode Cambridgeshire CB25 9EJ.  To Vary Condition 

1 (Approved Plans) of previously approved 17/02212/FUL for the installation of surface water 

source heat pump system including water abstraction and discharge points, heat exchanger 

kiosk, buried pipework and cables and heat pump and associated equipment in the existing 

plant rooms of Anglesey Abbey and adjacent office building.   

340. COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

Councillors Trapp & Cane did not provided a written report before the meeting, but gave a 
verbal report which included: 

• ECDC position Local Government Reorganisation 

Councillor Edge had provided a written report before the meeting, that included: 

• Local Government reorganisation  

• Healthcare  

• Communities, social mobility and inclusion  

• Highways and Transport 

Full reports are available from the website or upon request from the Clerk.   

341. COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

a. Members of the Council attended a webinar by Shared Planning about the proposed 

Kingsway Solar Farm.  It was suggested that Parish Councils delegate powers to be able to 

answer any consultations within the time frames.   It was therefore proposed by 

Councillor Platten, seconded by Councillor Shrubbs and resolved that powers be 

delegated to the Chairmanship to answer consultations on Kingsway Solar Farm in the 

absence of a meeting due to time constraints.   

b. The grass contractor is due to be completing their first season and the contract is due for 

review.   The Parish Council are happy with the contractor but wish to make some minor 

variations to the schedule for next season Action: Clerk to send details of current contract 

to Councillor Shrubbs.      It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor 

Platten and resolved that MC Garden Maintenance be offered another season of grass 

cutting for 2026.   Action:  Clerk to arrange the cut of Fassage Green and offer another 

years contract to MC Garden Maintenance.    

c. The meeting with the Cricket Club has yet to take place.  Councillor Wells and Councillor 

Platten will be arranging before the next meeting.  

d. The allotment regulations have been reviewed and updated for the renewal in October 

2025.   It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Platten and resolved 

that Allotment regulations 2025 be approved and adopted.    

e. The Clerk suggested that working memberships should be reviewed, it was agreed that 

more consideration to match jobs to Councilors expertise and interests.      
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342. ENVIRONMENTAL AND OPEN SPACES MATTERS  

a. The playground inspections by Councilors are currently suspended due to the pending 

works to the area.   

b. The playground redevelopment works have commenced today and the area is currently 

fenced off.    Discussion on the gated entrance to the playground and the need for a 

replacement.   It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Shrubbs and 

resolved that a new gated entrance should be created as part of the playground 

redevelopment at a cost of £1614.24.  

343. COMMUNITY MATTERS 

a. Councillor Platten gave an update from the AtoB1102 group.   It has been suggested 

that the Combined Authority will be providing funding for real time information 

boards for the parishes along the T4/T5 routes, funding is limited and it has been 

suggested that only 1 unit per parish will be available.   Discussion was held on a 

suitable location for this board and it was agreed that the board should be located on 

B1102.    However, it was requested that information should be sought as to the routes 

which it will show before a final installation point is agreed.    Action: Councillor Platte 

to respond to the AtoB1102 group expressing an interest and seeking clarification on 

the routes shown.    

b. It had been reported that the village had experienced problems again with anti-social 

parking from Anglesey Abbey.  The relevant authorities are aware of the situation and 

will be monitoring.   

c. Engagement event for the Swaffham Greenway is due to be held on 12th September 

2025.   The Parish Council asked District Councillor Trapp to ask on behalf of Lode 

Parish Council the current status of the project.   

d. The Clerk requested that Councilors consider any Local Highways improvements (LHI) 

that they may wish to explore for the 25/26 round of applications.    This item will be 

brought back to the next meeting for further discussion.   

344. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

Any business and payments, to be considered at a Parish Council meeting must be 

delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the meeting.    
345. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting will be held 7.30pm on 13th October 2025 at Fassage Hall, Lode.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm  

 

 

Minute  Description  By Whom  

338 Set payments up for 
authorization  
 

The Clerk  
 
 

341 b Offer MC Garden maintenance 
an additional season for grass 
cutting 2026 
Provide Councillor Shrubbs 
access to grass cutting schedule   

The Clerk  
 
 
The Clerk  

341 e  Consider areas of specialty for 
working groups   

Councilors  



19 
2025-2026 

343 a Contact AtoB1102 about RTIB 
and clarify scope of data 

Councillor Platten  

   

   

 


